
• Intro: It's getting a little ahead of the season, I know, but I'd like to remind 
you of a Christmas story. It's about a person, (can you guess who?) who 

looked down from above on people below (know the story?) and decided 
that on Christmas Eve, he was going to actually go down and appear in 

the habitation of people, in person (can you tell the story yet?). (show 
slide Grinch) Oh of course, it's The Grinch Who Stole Christmas. Exactly 

what I was hinting at.  If you remember the story, you know that after the 
whole debacle, the stealing of the presents, the roast beast, the tree 

trimmings, down to the very last pine needle –what shocked the Grinche's 
two-sizes-too-small heart into life was the sound of thankful songs in 

Whoville bellow, on Christmas morning even without stuff.  (show slide 
Whoville Christmas)

• “He stared down at Whoville! The Grinch popped his eyes!

• Then he shook! What he saw was a shocking surprise!

• Every Who down in Whoville, the tall and the small,

• Was singing! Without any presents at all!”

• !What was he missing?  How could they sing without, well, things?! I 
wonder if Dr. Suess had been reading his Bible, because this odd 

attitude is found there as well. 

• “Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the 

vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet 

I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.” 

Habakkuk 3:17, 18, NIV.
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• !The context tells us that Habakkuk was arguing with God about how 
there were wicked people in Israel getting away with their badness.  

And then, when God tells him the Babylonians would be coming to 
invade as punishment, Habakkuk is doubly shocked, because 

everyone knows how bad the Babylonians were!  How can a good God 
use wicked people, to punish his own family? Where's the sense in all 

of this?  Where's the fairness?

• !And what's with this fellow in the New Testament?  He writes a letter 

about joy from a Roman prison.  The letter is all about joy, and the 
prisoner shackled in slime and dungeon is Paul.  

•  “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 

plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 

plenty or in want.” Philippians 4:12, NIV.

• !How does one be content in want, without, empty? 

• !1. God does not want me to be thankful for bad situations.

• !A.  Lets be clear on this.  Paul writes

•  “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 

Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV.

• !Four verses later he says to run from every form of evil.  Clearly we do 

not accept evil as our “friend”.  We are not determinists. When a child's 
heart is crushed by an abusive parent and she sobs in the dark we are 

not thankful for the destruction of a soul.  But can we, like the “Whos”  
down in “Whoville” be thankful in the trauma?

ThanksGetting, Habbakuk 3:17-18

2



• We can be thankful for difficulties, if what we mean is really that we are 
thankful for what comes out of them.  It's a semantic controversy really.  

Sometimes it's not until we're desperate that we go looking for the God 
who has always been right near by.

•  “Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the 

vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.” 

Habakkuk 3:17, 18, NIV.

• !2. God does want me to be thankful in the experience of bad things.  

• !Job suffered greatly.  Have you ever stood next to the casket of a child, a 
life ended abruptly?  A parent should never have to bury his/her child.  

Job stood by not once, not twice, not three sons, not four daughters, 
but 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 –ten children buried in the dirt while an old in-pain 

man lingers on.  How does a person be thankful in bitter sorrow? How 
do you say like Job, “The Lord gives.  The Lord takes away.  Blessed 

be the name of the Lord.”

•  “Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the 

vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.” 

Habakkuk 3:17, 18, NIV.

• ! 3. To be thankful in every circumstance, I must take my eyes off the 
circumstance.  

• !Itʼs what the Whos down in Who-ville do. Or to quote Dr. Suess:
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• !Every Who down in Who-ville, the tall and the small

•  Was singing! Without any presents at all!

• The Whos sound a lot like...well, like Christians!

•  “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18, NIV.

• !Thanksgiving is not merely about liking good things. Thanksgiving is 
about hoping all things, just as heaven is not about streets of gold, 

finally, instead of mere asphalt.  It is not the gold that makes heaven 
heaven, for many have gold who do not have heaven's joy.  It is God 

who makes heaven heaven.  That there is a somebody who loves me, 
gold or no gold.  There is a Father whose arms warm my chest in 

heaven or earth.  Asphalt is as good as gold in the presence of God. 
Even Hell would be ok for a believer, if God we're present there.  

• Why be thankful?  Because thanks looks beyond circumstance, even 
beyond good things,  to the surety of good in the Maker of good. Isn't that 

what the human heart longs for?  A surety of Good?

• !Think of a son or daughter's reaction to a pleasant treat, like eclair 

ice cream bars.  Eye's wide at the picture on the box as mom 
removes them from the freezer.  Hands outstretched as she 

nears the table.  “Oh mom, can you buy these again? Oh man, 
can you always buy these?” We haven't even eaten them yet!

• “Oh Dad, can we come back here every Christmas?” the child asks 
bouncing at the father's side walking into Disney World.
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• !Listen to me people, the fact that God is, is our surety.  Anyone bound to 
God has surety, eventual love, eventual joy is always coming.  Love is 

destined to win. 

•  “Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire 

besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the 

strength of my heart and my portion for ever.” Psalms 73:25, 26, 

NIV.

• !Doug Fields writes, “God is good because he offers us life forever. 

In the midst of all of the craziness happening in the world, we can 
be thankful that God wants our future to include real life! He 

offers us life to the full―here and now (see John 10:10,) and 
someday, life in heaven. We read in 1 Peter 1:4-5, “and we have 

a priceless inheritance―an inheritance that is kept in heaven for 
you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay. 

And through your faith, God is protecting you by his power until 
you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the 

last day for all to see.” This is a reason to be thankful!

• !The agnostic nihilist cannot be thankful.  At most she can be momentarily 

pleased.  Only the God-lover can turn all pleasure into thanks for 
thanks is always a response to love. 

• !Now let me ask you, could you, would you celebrate Thanksgiving if 
Hurricane Sandy had dissolved your every worldly possession, 

pictures of your mom, jacket from your dad, the walls that used to 
stand around your bed, the back porch, your garage?  
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•  “Though the fig-tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the 

vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 

though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour.” 

Habakkuk 3:17, 18, NIV.

• !Conclusion :

• !In the fall of 2000, former megachurch pastor Ed Dobson was diagnosed 
with ALS (or Lou Gehrig's disease), a degenerative disease with no 

known cause or cure. In 2012 Dobson shared his ongoing struggle to 
give thanks while living with an incurable condition. He writes:

• !There are many things for which I am not grateful. I can no longer button 
the buttons on my shirt. I can no longer put on a heavy jacket. I can no 

longer raise my right hand above my head. I can no longer write. I can 
no longer eat with my right hand. I eat with my left hand, and now even 

that is becoming a challenge. And over time all of these challenges will 
get worse and worse. So what in the world do I have to be grateful for?

• So much.  Lord, thank you for waking me up this morning. Lord, thank you 
that I can turn over in my bed. Lord, thank you that I can still get out of 

bed. Lord, thank you that I can walk to the bathroom …. Lord, thank you 
that I can still brush my teeth … Lord, thank you that I can still eat 

breakfast. Lord, thank you that I can still dress myself. Lord, thank you 
that I can still drive my car. Lord, thank you that I can still walk. Lord, 

thank you that I can still talk.

• !And the list goes on and on. I have learned in my journey with ALS to 

focus on what I can do, not on what I can't do. I have learned to be 
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grateful for the small things in my life and for the many things I can still 
do. Ed Dobson, Seeing through the Fog (David C Cook, 2012), pp. 

69-70

•  “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only 

so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 

suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and 

character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because 

God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 

whom he has given us.” Romans 5:1-5, NIV.

• !Do you catch Paul's gist here? We are standing in grace because 
of Jesus.  We are happy because we are promised a very fine 

finale.  Even sufferings remind us we're “on the way” to 
something better.

• !So as the Grinch learned, (show slide Grinch shocked)

• [Christmas] “came without ribbons!  It came without tags!

• It came without packages, boxes or bags!

• And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore.

• Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!

• Maybe Christmas, he thought, “doesn't come from a store.

• Maybe Christmas...perhaps...means a little bit more!””
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• !Ah, but then we are getting ahead of ourselves, for today is 
Thanksgiving.  On the other hand, it was the Christ of Christmas that 

the first pilgrims gave thanks to.
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